
 

 

25 June 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  Thank you for your continued support in what has 
been another busy week at the Academy. Again, there are several updates which are outlined below: 
 
Coaches 
 
As many of you will be aware, there was a significant issue with the coach service this morning. I would 
like to start by thanking those of you affected for your patience and co-operation. 
 
As soon as we were made aware that the coaches had not arrived as scheduled, we put steps in place to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of students.  In addition to issuing text messages to parents and carers, 
we sent a team of staff to drive to each coach stop across the borough to ensure that students were safe 
and well.  We also sourced and provided replacement coaches to make sure that students still requiring 
the service could get to school. I am aware that many of you changed your personal arrangements to 
bring your child to the Academy.   Those who were unable to attend and worked from home have had 
access to the online curriculum, and staff have been fully briefed to provide support if students need any 
help. Please note that we will update all registers to ensure that no students late due to the issue this 
morning are penalised on their attendance record.  
 
We have received assurances from Thandi Coach Company that the service will be back to normal on 
Monday and that no further disruption is expected. Thank you again for your support. 
 
Scheduled Changes from Monday 28 June 
 
A reminder that as per previous communication, from Monday students will have an additional Personal 
Tutor session at the start of the day.  This is designed to enhance the pastoral support on offer.  All key 
information can be found in last week’s parent update on the Latest Mailings page of the Academy 
website: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mail 
 
Covid-19 Update 
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support in helping us to ensure that all Covid-19 guidelines 
and restrictions are adhered to. 
 
Although we are all hopeful of moving towards a time when life in school will return to normal and there 
will be a further easing of restrictions, Local and Regional Public Health guidance has again been issued 
this week to provide reminders on the importance of following the Covid-19 protocols which are currently 
in place.  
 
It is vitally important that we all maintain these high standards. Please remember that with the exception 
of those with a valid medical exemption, all students and staff are expected to wear face coverings in 
lessons and all communal areas, and social distancing guidelines remain in place. In addition, home testing 
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is strongly recommended by the Government and is at the forefront of the Covid-19 prevention strategy. 
It is recommended that your child carries out their test in the morning before attending the Academy 
each Monday and Thursday. The home testing guide and related documents can be found on the Academy 
website at the following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 
 
I would be grateful if you could re-iterate these key messages with your child so that we continue to make 
the Sandwell Academy environment as safe as possible between now and the end of term. 
 
Session 3  
 
Please note that there will be no Session 3 for students on Tuesday 29 June, Thursday 1 July and 
Wednesday 7 July.  
 
Parent Advisory Group Summer Raffle  
 
The closing date for this year’s Parent Advisory Group (PAG) Summer Raffle is Friday 2 July. Funds raised 
will go towards additional resources, equipment and educational opportunities for our students. Tickets 
cost £1 and can be purchased via ParentPay. The prizes are Amazon vouchers - 1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize 
£40 and 3rd Prize £20. For more information about the PAG, please visit: 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/pag 
 
Thank you again for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
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